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Figure 1: Flooded area on Tatchun Creek 

  

 
Figure 2: Flooded area on Klusha Creek 
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Project Summary 
 

The project, as outlined in the final proposal to the Trust, was to continue to remove 
obstructions from streams that were known for fish movement and migration. Funding in 
the past was received from different sources much similar work has been done in the past 
within our Traditional Territory. 
 
The trapping industry in recent year has not yielded the type of payouts that many 
trappers have seen in the past. As a result, beavers have become abundant in many areas. 
Some of the areas that have been suitable habitat for beavers have been overrun. The 
result is much flooding along valleys and more importantly, the restricted movement of 
fish throughout these particular areas. 
 
The crew were instructed to first walk or canoe a stream, or a significant portion of it, and 
identify and GPS any obstructions that were encountered. In the case of this project, two 
persons were hired (Willis Allen, Danny Skookum). One crew person was instructed to 
be the navigator and make all decisions. The other was to operate the GPS and camera, 
and to take notes. Everything encountered and all activities were to be written down. (All 
GPS locations have been mapped and provided on 3D air photo mosaics as part of this 
report). The crew was then instructed to go into the areas where instructions were found 
(beaver dams, log jams), and remove them. 
 
Each morning the crew would arrive at the LSCFN administration building and discuss 
with the Renewable Resources Manager what was done the day prior and what was to be 
done the day ahead. Expenses were recorded and given out occasionally during this time 
as well. Some streams were named in our original proposal of areas of concern. This 
project has tried to stick to these areas as much as possible. 
 

 
Figure 3: Beaver Dam breech on Klusha Creek (Klondike Highway in background) 
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Project Activities 
 

The crew started work on August 13 and began work on Tatchun creek. A canoe was 
used to travel from Tatchun Lake to the campground at the Klondike highway. The area 
had a few smaller dams and houses near the outlet. Spawning salmon and unidentified fry 
were observed beyond this area. Also, many bears were seen all through the valley (as 
well as a lone wolf), feeding on salmon. About a km upstream from the campground, the 
crew encountered a large area of flooding with many downed trees. Several diversion 
channels existed through the trees. It appears as though a large wind swept through the 
valley and knocked over some large trees into the stream. Beavers seemed to use the 
downed trees to start a new area of flooding. Two days were set aside (16th and 22nd); the 
crew travelled the area between Frenchman and Tatchun lakes. Many obstructions were 
observed and it was decided that this area was too much work for this project. 
 
On August 23rd, the crew travelled the area of Klusha creek between No More Lake 
(Local Name) and Twin Lakes by canoe. Almost immediately, they ran into many 
obstructions and the valley was flooded quite extensively. (The GPS battery ran low on 
the crew at one point so some obstructions were not recorded electronically). A large dam 
was reported on the north end of Twin Lakes (west lake) where the creek runs out and 
breeched in several locations along its length. Twin Lakes was reported to have a higher 
level of water than usual. The crew continued down the stream and past Airport Lake to 
the confluence of the Nordenskiold River. A total of 22 dams were breeched in this area. 
 
On September 10th, the crew did a quick check of Mandanna Creek to get an idea of what 
to expect in the area. From the 14th to the 18th, the Crew walked the entire creek to 
Mandanna Lake. The area had a few obstructions which were not removed, but were 
recorded. The crew walked Bearfeed Creek on September 19th, no obstructions. The crew 
returned to Tatchun Creek on the 20th to assess the work previously done. Re-
disassembled dams, and returned to Twin Lakes on the 21st to do the same. 
 
The crew walked Murray Creek on the 24th which crosses the Freegold road. Had 
encounter with grizzly bear. The crew walked Drury Creek on the 25th and Rowlinson 
Creek on the 26th, 27th and October 4th. All three creeks did not have obstructions and 
water was moving well. 
 
McGregor Creek was walked on the 28th. Encountered two large dams, and the creek was 
drying up in places. October 1st, 2nd and 3rd, the crew walked the area between Braeburn 
and No More Lakes. Many dams were recorded here. Project ended on October 4th. There 
were no GPS points taken of this area. 
 
Two streams mentioned in the original proposal were not checked. These were Walsh 
Creek and Twin Creeks. Both are located upstream from Little Salmon Village and can 
only be reached by boat and motor. The crew was also not prepared to stay overnight to 
carry out the work that was needed. Two other streams; Beaver Lake Creek and Washpan 
Creek could not be identified by anyone, including a few elders that were asked.  
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This project ran smoothly and nearly all objectives of the project were completed 
satisfactorily. The crew was very reliable, worked together well and communicated well. 
 
It is not clear if the intended purpose of removing obstructions has had any affect on the 
local migration of different fish species. Observations of fish on only one stream 
(Tatchun), is disappointing; however, there is nothing that suggests that it couldn’t occur 
in the near future. It is also not clear if the removal of obstructions would or will have 
any affect on water levels in streams and lakes, and whether any species of fish or 
wildlife would be affected. 
 

Communications 
 

Some citizens asked about the crew and if certain areas were going to be included in the 
project. We have tried to adhere to citizens requests as best we could, and we believe that 
we succeeded in that endeavor. 
 
Many photos of the project were taken, a small portion of which are included here. All 
photos are credited to Danny Skookum and are available upon request. 
 
 

 
Figure 4: Large dam at the outlet of Twin Lakes 

 
 

Applicant Suggestions 
 

It is widely known that the breech of beaver dams results in the rebuilding of the dams by 
the beavers within a short period of time. Although the crew members had firearms, no 
beavers were killed or even observed. In the future, crews will be instructed to make 
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more of an effort to hunt beavers so that the work involved here will not be quickly 
undone. Also, a more intensive effort should be made to ensure that the work being done 
has and continue to have a positive affect on different species of fish within each area. 
 
This project’s main focus was of areas where obstructions were known to occur. As it 
turned out, other areas were explored and there is a need for the future funding of this 
project. 
 
As stated previously, we consider this project as ongoing. There was a real need for this 
project when it first started and we believe that is still the case. Because of this, we 
believe that we have a firm grasp of what is to be done. 
 
 

 
Figure 5: Diverted Channel on MacGregor Creek 

 
The staff of the Enhancement trust has been fully supportive have answered all questions 
respectfully and in a timely manner. 
 

Financial Concerns 
 
The crew was paid by the hour, but in the future they should be paid by the day. The 
wages of the crew in the budget increased because of this. Also, the crew should be paid 
on a contract basis and not through the First Nation general payroll that includes long-
term benefits to employees. Financial expenditures and budget are included in this report. 
 
 
 
 





 

 
Figure 2 Tatchun Creek - East of Tatchun Lake 



 

 
Figure 3 Tatchun Creek 



 

 
Figure 4 Mandanna Creek 




