
Laberge Renewable Resources Council
Minutes from Meeting held on March 9, 2009, 2008, 5:00 – 9:15 pm
In attendance:




Regrets:


Frances Woolsey




Dev Hurlburt



Manfred Hoefs




David Bunbury

Dorothy Bradley




Sam Broeren

Peter Jensen



Jennifer Lee
Guests:
Rosa Brown, TKC

Jamie McLelland, YTG

Ramona Maraj, YTG

Michelle Sicotte, YTG

Norm Maclean, SLWCC

Helen Slama, YTG

Due to the large number of guests present, presentations were given first before the formal LRRC meeting began.
Presentations:

Helen Slama, Fur Harvest Technician, YTG

Helen discussed that contractors have been hired to research the usability and development of a manual on processes with regards to trap lines. An example of such a process is the transfer of ownership of a trap line from one person to another for trap lines that may be category 1 or 2, or may be located in an overlap area. The main goal of this project is consistency in the delivery of processes. She also hopes that this manual will increase understanding of Yukon Government processes. The manual will provide step-by-step instructions and include identification of legislative authority and necessary forms. They aim to write a clear and concise, plain language document. There is a possibility that specific manuals will be created for districts where there are unique characteristics. The contractors for this project will be conducting interviews. A sample of RRC’s will be interviewed, but not all RRC’s. However, Helen expressed that feedback and input is always welcome. The purpose of these interviews is to get an idea of what will be helpful to include in the manual.  The process is anticipated to take a couple of years to put it all together.

Helen also discussed the implications of overlap areas. She noted that overlap negotiations are currently underway and some agreements are in place. For example, the Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation and the Champagne Aishihik First Nation have completed an overlap agreement where some trap lines in the overlap area are now looked after by the Carmacks RRC and some are looked after by the Alsek RRC. As overlap agreements are signed in the future, roles of the RRC’s may change as RRC’s currently are only mandated to the non-overlap areas.

Manfred inquired about how many trap lines in the TKC traditional territory are held by TKC citizens and how many are held by KDFN citizens. 
Helen replied that they don’t always know to which First Nation each trapper is a beneficiary. There are many trap lines in the TKC traditional territory that are currently unassigned. Helen has a list that will identify trap lines in the overlap area. The only trap line in the TKC traditional territory that is not located in an overlap area is trap line #220. Yukon Government is not making any allocations in the overlap areas, at the request of the First Nations, to provide for an opportunity to resolve overlap issues. Due to this, there are many trap lines that have been vacant for 10 years. Yukon Government is uncertain about how much longer they can postpone the allocation of these trap lines. In the vacant trap lines, Yukon Government has cut out the portion of the trap line area that is within the City of Whitehorse. On city land there is a bylaw that states that no trapping will be conducted within the city limits. Therefore, it is easier for the trapper if no part of the concession is located within the city limits. In addition, areas within city boundaries are more prone to development.

Manfred expressed concern that the issue of the effects on trap lines of encroaching agricultural land needs to be addressed, and potentially compensation should be available. 

Helen replied that it is possible to apply to the Compensation Review Board, but that it is difficult to quantify areas. One option would be to ask the CRB to look at this and cut out a portion of the concession and provide compensation for this portion of lost trap line area. She also noted that effects such as these which are cumulative effects are difficult to quantify in the absence of land use plans. Wherever there is a road there will be development and therefore an alienation of a portion of the neighbouring trap lines. She cannot speculate about how this will be addressed in the future in the absence of land use planning.

Frances inquired if it was possible to sell a trap line.

Helen replied that it is only possible to sell the assets, such as a cabin located on the trap line, but not the trap line itself. 

Helen has left 3 maps with the LRRC illustrating registered trap line concessions within the TKC traditional territory.

Norm Maclean, Executive Secretary, Southern Lakes Wildlife Coordinating Committee

(see attached PowerPoint presentation)

Norm explained that the role of the SLWCC is to work on recommendations for a variety of issues and concerns as outlined in the presentation. This committee came out of the Final Agreements of a variety of First Nations. The work involves the Traditional Territory of 6 First Nations, an area characterized by lots of wildlife, lots of people and much activity.
The SLWCC collects information, provides a forum for discussion and creates recommendations to be sent to governments. There is a lengthy list of items to be looked at – caribou issues have been addressed and now the committee is moving on to moose. There is a workshop on moose to be held in May, and the work on moose is expected to last approximately a year.  They have a web site set up and the main contact for the organization is Michelle Sicotte.

Manfred inquired as to how long the organization has been functioning, if it is a permanent organization, and how can the LRRC work together with the SLWCC.

Norman replied that they have been functioning for a year and have a three year mandate. They are open as to how the LRRC would like to participate, and appreciate communication with, and input from, the LRRC. SLWCC representatives are available to speak with the LRRC if requested. They also welcome LRRC participation at the upcoming workshop.
Manfred inquired as to whether the SLWCC review land use applications. 

Norm replied that they do not look at individual land applications but will be addressing land use issues in general at a future date. 

There will be an information session in Whitehorse on April 15th and a workshop to be held on the subject of moose on May 20-21. As information on these meetings is developed, it will be made available to the RRC’s.

Ramona Maraj, Bear Biologist, YTG

(see attached PowerPoint presentation)
Ramona explained that most of her work with bears has been conducted in the arctic, but there is a project proposal (as explained by Jamie McLelland at a previous meeting- see handout on Grizzly Bear Population Assessment from Jan. 2009 meeting) to do some bear work in the Southern Lakes area of the Yukon. She described the population numbers as estimates based on habitat. Density estimates were in the ball park for areas where the population numbers are known, confirming the reliability of this process of estimation. Sustainable bear harvest numbers for game management zones are 2% of the population for each zone.

Manfred inquired if the heavy harvest of bears near Kluane Park is a concern.

Ramona responded that this harvest is likely compensated by immigration of bears from British Columbia and the U.S. Romano noted that approximately 50% of bears killed are done so because the bear is a “nuisance”.

Manfred inquired if there is knowledge about the seasonal trends of bears with regards to elevation, i.e. the different number of bears at different elevations.

Ramona replied that the males are mostly in the treed area in the montane. Family groups tend to stay high, and most bears shift to the montane during berry season. Ramona also noted that a bear can smell from up to 2 km away, depending on conditions.   

If the council has any future questions they can contact Jamie McLelland at YTG.

Agenda:
One amendment to the agenda was requested and accepted: “Friends of McIntyre Creek- Y2C2 proposal” was added to the end of the agenda, to be discussed time permitting.
Minutes from previous meeting:

As per Dorothy’s request, review of minutes began with a look at Action Items from the previous monthly meeting.

Action item #1: Council to bring information regarding previously submitted recommendations to government, and Jennifer to research the same in LRRC files.

· Manfred has made a submission of a list or items

· Jennifer has located associated documents in files and will forward to Jocylyn

Action Item #2: Frances to confer with TKC regarding ongoing discussions of overlap area.
· Frances has not yet had the opportunity to speak with the Chief of TKC

Action item #3: Jennifer to post items on YFWMB web site for LRRC.

· Items for posting that were sent in January have not yet been posted to the site. Once this is completed then additional information will be provided to posting.

Action Item #4: Council to compile thoughts on YCS mining claim staking proposal and provide letter of support.
· No action taken to date.

Action Item #5: Jennifer to copy and circulate YCS Forestry Act regulations comments to all council members.

· Comments have been circulated to all members.

Action Item #6: Jennifer to inquire with other RRC’s regarding AGW date and location and report back to council.

· An e-mail has been sent to all RRC’s but not everyone has responded as they are awaiting their next monthly meeting to discuss the AGW. Responses received thus far indicate that October is the preferred month for the AGW.

Action Item #7: David to work with Dorothy on YESAB proposed project for Livingstone Trail Quarry Expansion, and Dorothy to compile letter to YESAB in response.

· Comments were written and posted by Jennifer, based on notes provided to her from Dorothy.

Action Item #8: Jennifer to forward all information to Manfred on Water Board license application for Arctic Ova Hatchery and Manfred to compile comments for submission.

· Information was forwarded and comments have been compiled and submitted.

Action Item #9: Manfred to invite researchers with information about rabbits to attend next meeting.

· Manfred contacted the researcher. She is interested but was not available to attend the March meeting. Manfred will get in touch with the researcher about attending the April LRRC meeting.

Action Item #10: Jennifer will request that minutes from the YRDA meeting be forwarded to the council once the minutes are available. Also, Jennifer will inform David once an invitation to the YRP meeting is received in the office.

· A request for the minutes from the YRDA has been submitted by Jennifer. No official invitation to the YRP meeting has yet been received.
· Rosa noted that the meeting is scheduled for March 23-26 in Whitehorse

Action Item #11: Rosa and Dorothy will brainstorm for ideas for potential projects for Y2C2 and report back at a future LRRC meeting.
· Dorothy has forwarded some ideas to Jennifer via e-mail.

Action Item #12: Jennifer to invite YTG representative for trap line administration and operations manual to discuss the project in more detail.

· Helen Slama was present at tonight’s meeting to discuss this item.

Approval of minutes was motioned by Dorothy and seconded by Peter.
Moose Habitat Study report – meeting of Feb. 12
(see attached notes and map)

This was a one hour meeting held at TKC and attended by Manfred, Frances and David. The moose study is being conducted in the Teslin area and involves collars on bulls and cows. Data is logged about 6-8 times per day from the collars and has been ongoing for about 6 months. Manfred noted that one bull has been observed to travel s far as Francis Lake and back.
LRRC Recommendations
There were four recommendations presented – one regarding ATV’s and one regarding sheep that are from 2008, one regarding white-tailed deer, and one regarding recommendations that came out of the Pilot Mountain study. 

Action Item: Jennifer to locate files on these recommendations, submit copies to Jocylyn, and contact Manfred if further information is required.
YESAB-Quiet Waters Pet Crematorium-comments due March 16

Manfred is addressing this item.

Water Board Water Use License application – Agamemnon Fishing Co. Ltd.- comments due March 24

Manfred is addressing this item. The proposed project has gone through the YESAB process already though the LRRC was not aware of this project when it went through in October of 2008.

Action Item: Jennifer will contact the Water Board for further information regarding the Water Board and YESAB processes and provide this information to Manfred.

LRRC Rules and Operating Procedures review

There is one item in the updated Rules and Operating Procedures that has yet to be addressed. There is no procedure in place in the event of a tie vote when electing co-chairs to the council. There is a possibility that a tie could occur and the procedure for handling this should be decided in advance as there is potential for this to become a contentious issue.

As there were 3 members absent from the meeting it was determined that this item would be discussed at the next LRRC meeting.

Action Item: Procedures for action to be taken in the event of a tie to be discussed at the next meeting.
The payment of alternates was discussed. The LRRC has decided in the past that alternates will get paid to attend LRRC meetings. It is important that all members be kept up to speed on the activities of the LRRC in case an alternate is required to step in. Concern was also expressed that if alternates do not attend monthly meetings it will be a disincentive for them to continue to be members of the LRRC. Rosa mentioned that she is looking for potential candidates for the FN alternate position on the council.

It was requested that procedures to obtain authorization for site visits be included in the Rules and Operating Procedures under “Excursions”. If the council mandates a council member to conduct a site visit, that council member should be paid. 

Approval is required in advance for site visits. The process that will be followed will be to first inform the secretariat who will contact the co-chairs for authorization. The member conducting the site visit will be required to bring a member from the other side of the council with them on the site visit. This aims to improve the capacity of the council.

Action Item: Jennifer to insert the above clause into the Rules and Operating Procedures under the subsection entitled “Invitations to Conferences or Workshops”.

Changes to the travel rates have been changed to reflect the current YTG travel rates. These changes are reflected in the Rules and Operating Procedures as well as on the Expense Claim forms. 

Action Item: Jennifer will inform the members at the end of each monthly meeting of (a) the duration of the meeting and (b) the amount of honorarium to be charged for the meeting. This will insure uniformity in the claim forms.

Under the section on Alternate Members, it is required to specifically note that alternate members receive honorarium for attendance at meetings, but that voting by alternates is restricted to the event of an election only if a full member of the council is absent for this vote.

Action Item: Jennifer will make changes to the Rules and Operating Procedures to reflect the above details regarding alternate members.
LRRC election of co-chairs for 2009-2010

The election is postponed until the next monthly meeting.

Wildlife Viewing Workshop

Dorothy has been registered and will attend this event on behalf of the LRRC.

Yukon River Working Group Meeting – March 17 in Carmacks

No agenda for this meeting has been received to date. David Bunbury has expressed interest in attending the meeting. Rosa mentioned that she will be attending and can provide transportation to any LRRC member that wishes to attend.

Action Item: Council will decide if a council member will attend, and which council member that will be, once a copy of the agenda has been received.

Wood Bison Technical Meeting – April 8 in Haines Junction

Manfred will attend this meeting.
Letter – Incidental Take of Migratory Birds

It was determined that no input would be provided by the LRRC on this issue as the LRRC is not involved with this issue.

Letter – Species at Risk

Manfred explained that he will write a letter in response to this. It is important to address the issues of these 4 species, though not all species are the responsibility of the Yukon, and there is not species at risk legislation in place in the Yukon to date.
Action Item: Manfred to write letter of support.
E-mail – YFWMB April meeting request

The chairs from each of the RRC’s will be making a report at this meeting to be held April 21- 23. 
Action Item: Frances will attend and prepare a report to be presented at the meeting. Jennifer will accompany Frances and take minutes. After the co-chairs election, scheduled for April 20th, it will be determined if Dorothy, who requested to go to the meeting, will also attend. 

McIntyre Creek, Y2C2 proposals
Dorothy has suggested three potential projects that could be completed by Y2C2 groups in the McIntyre Creek area:

1. Photo journal depicting human and wildlife in the area

2. Shoreline clean-up 

3. Bridge projects

Council discussed these ideas and felt that they were good ideas but might require someone with expertise to provide skills training to the Y2C2 employees. Dorothy mentioned that there was the possibility of partnering with Yukon Conservation Society or Tami Hamilton, a Masters student studying at Royal Roads University to provide some of this expertise.

Action Item: Dorothy and Jennifer to work together on putting together a proposal and see where that takes us. Progress will be discussed at the next LRRC meeting.
Next meeting:

The next LRRC meeting is to be held on April 20, 2009.

Meeting adjourned.
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